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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 



Ih tradng th9 histoiy of the OhristJan Chiiroh from ili 
eariiest establishment, through the periods of its decline; ' 
until it reached that loDg and dark night of apostasy, which 
for ^es preceded the Heformation, we find, that in propor- 
tion aa the lite and substance of religion decayed, a multi- 
tude of ceremonies were introduced in its place, little, if at 
all, less onerous than the typical institutions of the Mosaic 
law. This has ever been tlie result, when tiie ingenuity of 
man has attempted to improve or adora the simphoity of 
Bpiritual rahgion. There ia a natural activity ia the hu- 
man mind, which prompts it to be busy, and can with dif- 
ficulty submit to that self-renuuciation which the Gospel 
enjoins. It is much easier for a professor of religion to be 
engaged in the performance of rites and ceremonies than 
to yield his heart an entire sacrifice to God. Objects pre- 
eented to the mind through the medium of tiie natural 
senses produce a pnwerful impression, and are more easily 
^iprehended than those trutha whioh are addressed to tha 
intellectual faculties only, and are designed, to subdue and 
control the wayward passions of the human heart, 
not Burprisiog, therefore, that instead of that worship ( 



the Aliu^htf Father, which is in Spirit and in Truth, and 
which requires the sul^ection of the will and activity of 
man, and the prostration of the whole soul in reverent hu- 
miUtj before God, aroudneof ceremonieeitndfonns should 
have been substituted, caloalaleJ to strike the eye and the 
ear with admiration. 

As the period of degeneracy was marked by the great 
amount and increase of these ceremonies, so, when it pleased 
the Moet High to raise up individuals, and enlighten them 
to see the exisljng corruptions, and how iar the professed 
Ohrisdan Church had depEirted from original purity, and 
to prepare them for instruments in working a reformation, 
one of their first duties was, to diaw men off from those 
rites by which their minds had been unduly occupied, and 
on which they bad too much depended, instead of pressing 
after eKperimeatftl religion in the heart. 

This, of necessity, was a progressive work. The bright- 
aess of meridian day bursts not at once upon the world. 
There is a gradual increase of hght, from its eaiUest dawn 
until it reaches its fullest splendour ; yet the feeblest ray 
which first darts through tho thick darkness, is the same 
in its nature mth the most luminous blaze. It makes 
manifest those things wiiich the Divme controversy is 
against, and leads back to the state of Gospel simplicity 
and purity, from which tlie raible Church has lapsed- 
And aJtbougb tlie hght may not be suffieiaatiy clear to dia- 
cover all the corruptions, nor the state of the world such 



{cdthfully to the degree of knowledge with whicli they are 
fevoured. are worthy of double bouour, as instruments for 
correcting the growing evils of their duj, and preparing the 
way for further advancement in the reformation. 

It is interesting to ohaerve, that tho different religious 
societies which have arisen since the Reformation, all 
aimed at the attainment of greater degrees of spirituality, 
and a more fervent piety, than was generally to bo found 
among the sect from whiuh they sprung. The idea, that 
forms were too much substituted for power, and a decent 
compliance with the estemals of religion, for its heart- 
changing work, seems to have given rise to them all. 
Em^ successive advance lopped off some of the ceremonitd 
axcrescences, with a view of making the system more coU' 
finnnable to the apostolic pattern. In the early part of the 
seventeenth century considerable progress was made in 
this work, tending to prepare the way for that more full 
and complete exemplification of the original simplicity of 
the Giospel, which was exhibited to the world by Geoi^e 
FoK and his coadjutors. It is no arrogant Eissumption to 
assert, that, to whatever point in the Reformation we torn 
our attention, we find the germ of those principles, whioh 
were subsequently developed and carried out by the found- 
ers of our Society, actuating the Reformers aad leading 
them to results, approaching nearer to those attained by 
Fblends, in proportion to the faithfulness and meaaure of 
light beetowed on tho individual. 

Opinions very similar to those held by our SocietY. on- 
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the Bubjecte of the indwelling and gnidance of the Holy 
Spirit, baptism, and other ceremonies, superatitiuus ritee, 
war, oaths, and a ministry of human appointment and 
education, were promulgated by individuals at different 
periods, antecedent to the rise of Friends, though not ad- 
vanced aa distinguishing tenets by any considerablo body (£ 
professors. 

The reformation from Popery under Edward VI. wm 
bat partial. Many of the errors and superatitions of that 
pompous and ceremonial religion were retained ; partly 
l)ecaiise the dawning light was not sufficient to reveal their 
true charaotei', and partly in compliance with the popular 
prejudice in favour of ancient institutions, and of a showy 
and imposing form of worship . There were, however, men 
of eminent piety and rehgioM discercment, who perceived 
the degeneracy from primitive Christianity, which gave 
birth to those corruptions, and had sinc« fostered their 
gTBwth and promoted their increase, until they threatened 
to supplant vital reli^on. 

On the death of Edward, the hopes which these had 
oherisheJ, of fmther advances toward the original simpli- 
city and purity of Chiistianity, were estinguished by the 
accession of Mary, and the barbarous persecution which 
followed. Many sealed with tlieir blood the testimony of 
a good conscience, and by fcdthfulness unto death, not only 
proved tho sincerity of their profession, hut prepared tha 
way for those nearer approaches to Divine Truth which 





preBent day unfolds to us some points in which the belief 

of those holy men was defective, it also places in stroiiger 
1 noble example worthy of all imitation, the un- 
daunted firmness and integrity of their characters, their 
lo™ of Christ, and their devotion to his cause. It cannot 
be viewed in any other light, than as a Divine interposition 
in behalf of his suffering people, that this bigoted and re- 
lantless queen so soon closed her career, after a brief mid 



When Elizabeth came to the throne, she found herself 
ourrounded by Papists strongly attached to their religioo, 
and zealous for its support. Her prudence dictated a. cau- 
tiouB course in ehauguig the existing order of things. Too 
great or Budden alterations might have hazarded the peace 
of tha reahn, and even brought her crown into jeopardyi 
Elizabeth, moreover, was fond of magnificence in her de- 
votions ; and in this respect, the pomp of Popery suited 
weU with hei inclinations. It is questionable, indeed, 
whether her preference for the Protestant religion was not 
as much owing to her aSection for her brotbor. King Ed- 
ward, and respect for the memory of her father, aa to BOf J 
decided conviction of its neai'er approximation to the e 
dard of Scripture truth. 

She restored the liturgy and order of worahip as e 
blished by her brother, and strictly enjoined its obeervai 
though many of her Protestant sutgecta conscientic 
jected to some parts of it. The idol of uuifonnity, i 
the long-cherished idea of a Cathohc Church, to which the] 



Ptipists had made such lavish sacrifices of human life, had 
strong attractions even for Protestants ; and Elizahetb, aa 
well as ber successors, persecuted, even to death, not a fe» 
of her pious subjects, in the vain attempt to coerce 1 
consciences of men, and reduce them to oue common 
ritandard. 

The doctiines and form of worship revived by Elizabeth 
after the death of Mary, left the minds of many much dia- 
stitiafieil. Thej' desired a more thorough separation {mm 
the errors of Popery, a simpler method of church govern- 
ment, and a purer and more spiritual rehgion and worship. 
These were called Puritans, a name which, though be- 
stowed on them with no good design, yet agreed well with 
those things for which they contended. 

The Protestants who Bed to Frankfurt during the per- 
secution under Queen Mary, unanimously concluded to dis- 
pense with the htany, surphce, and responses of the Chunih 
of England : that public service should begin with a ge: 
nd confession of sins, then the people to sing a psalm 
metre in a plain tune, after which the minister should pi^ 
tor the assistance of the Holy Spirit, and proceed to a 
mon. These innovations on the established order of the 
Service-book, led to waiin disputes, which soon spread into 
and though at times the breach would seem 
:ly closed, yet the controversy was again and again re- 
newed, and efforts made to procure further reformationa 
the errors of the Eomish Church. 

after Elizabeth came to the throne, she appointed 



^fijgnthi 



Iftooiumiasion b 



opTumiflsion to review the liturgy as established by Ed- 
ward. The alterations made ia it were rather in favour of 
&xe Papists thaa the Puritans, by nwny of whom it was 
viewed as more ohjectionahle than the old Service-book. 
i It was, however, presented to Parliament, and adopted as 
■Ijio nafional form of religion, by " The Act for the Unifor- 
I Biity of Common Prayer and Service in the Church, ix." 
The same Parliament passed an Act vesting the entdre ec- 
desiastjcal .jurisdiction in the crown, and empowering (he 
queen " with the advice of her commissioner 
lilan, to ordiun and publit^h such further ceremonies and 
lates as may be for the advancement of God's glory and 
liadi^ng his Church, and the reverence of Christ's holy 
Wysteries and sacraments." 

The Act of Uniformity was the source of great mischief 
jto the Church. Many conscientious ministers and others 
I'ODuld not conform to its requirements, behoving them to 
|1m opposed to the doctrines aud precepts of the Bible. 
|The rigorous enforcement of the Act, while it punished 
I'tiie bodies of men, and wasted their estates, did not con- 
fTince their minds, but rather streugtliened their opposi- 
nion, and ahenated their affections from the Church. 
I la the doctrinal views of the two parties, the Con- 
ifonnists and the Puritans, there waa little avo\ved diSe- 
.lence. The uneasiness arose chiefly from a conscientiouB 
objection to the assumptions of the bishops, the introduo- 

numerous unscriptaral ofQues and titles iu. ti: 
Ohoidi, the laxity of her discipline, the probib^on i 
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8itamporttneou3 prayer, the mimerouB festivala, the naa of 
organs and otiter inatnimenta of music in time of worship, 
of the sign of the cross in the ceremony of baptism, 
ing at the ceremony of the supper, bowing at the □ 
Jeaus, and on entering or leaving their places of worship; 
to the ring in marriage, as well as parts of the words 
spoken dming the rite ; and to the use of the surplici 
other vestments by the priests during Divine service- 
Such were the principal grounds of difference in the com- 
mencement of the dispute ; and though the Conformists 
affected to consider them non-essential, yet they insisted 
on them with a pertinacity, which increased the oppoaitjon 
and widened the breach, until at length it produced a: 
ijre separation, from which have sprung the various cl 
of Dissenters, 

That the Puritans were conscientious in their olgectioM 
to the established religion, will not be questioned by sach 
as are acquainted with the piety of their Uvcs, and the pa- 
tieoce and fortitude with which they endured persecution 
for their religious opinions. Connected with these was ft 
sted&st resistance to the assumed power of the ci 
visible head of the Church, to prescribe tci and conljol tfas 
conscience of the subject, in things not essential. 
this ihey manfully contended, while the reins of govern- 
ment were in tlie hands of their opponents. But when 
the revolution of civil afEaira placed tliem in possession of 
the powor, they too soon forgot the principles of ration^ 



vied, and exercised on others die oppression and cruel^ ^^M 
iHrhicli they load so mucli condemned in tlieir own case. ^H 

Contending for their religious liberty, naturally had the ^^ 
effect to make them more jealous of their civil r^hts ; and 
I^nce, during the subsequent reign, we find them standing 
lilbiih as staunch opposers of the encroachments of th& ^h 

L That they were iastmnients in the band of Providence/ ^H 
^DT oanying forward the Reformation &om the errors and. ^H 
ajpuperstitioDs by which Ghrktianity hod been overlaid, can- ^^M 
J^ot be doubted ; yet as this vaa a gradiml work, accom- ^H 
teliflied by slow degrees, the cormptions not being all 
il4^oveted at once, but progressively, according to tha 
^AithfolneBs of those engaged in the work, bo others rose 
tap and separated from them, who carried the Reformation' 
Btill further. 

The first of these was the Society of Brownists, whw 
contended that the Church of England was not a trua 
^nrch, because of the Popish corruptions which she re- 
fained and enforced, and her persecution for the sake of 
leligion ; that the power of chnrcb government was in the 
members ; that the ministry was not subject to human ae- 
fcction and ordination, but that any brother who felt eu- 
"g^d, might preach or exhort, and that prayer was not to 
ite Umited to prescribed forms. Their mode of discipline 
:was congregational, every society being distinct and indd- 
jpendent of the others ; holding intercourse and coramu- 
however, as brothren and professors of a common 



faith. The severe peraecutions which they experienced 
from the goverament, induced many of this persuasion to 
fiy to the continent, where they met with httle better treat- 
ment. Tbey appear to have been a zeaJous and ancere 
people, Uving with strictness and regularity, and preaching 
with much fervour and energy. 

The spirit of inquiry woa now abroad, and increasing in 
vigour and activity. Instead of receiving opinions on the 
authority of church canons or dignitaries, there was a grow- 
ing disposition to bring them to the test of revealed trulli. 
Many which had long been imphcitly adopted, and trans- 
mitted from one generation to another, were now called in 
question and warmly debated. As early as 1III7, John 
Selden pubhshed his History of Tithes, in which he eon- 
tends tbat they are of human, not, Divine, appointment. 
It was not to be supposed that those whose worldly inte- 
rests were a£tect«d by sm^h an opinion, would suffer his 
booli to pass without severe animadversion ; and as a 
readier mode of corniteracting its effects than the resort to 
argument, the author was summoned before the High 
Court of Commission.' ; and, after various threats, conr 
peUed to recant his sentiments. 

Another class of Dissenters, which took its rise about 
this time, was the Society of Independents, which grew 
out of the Brownists, Its name is derived from the aye 
tom of church government, in which each congregation form- 
ed a distinct body, regulating its own af&irs, judging of 
the fitness of persons applying for membership, and of ilia 
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propriety of expelling euch as walked disorderly, iudepea- 
deat of all others. Their doctrines agreed in tlie main 
vdth those of the other Dissenters. During the times of 
the Commonivealth ajid Protectorate, they were distin- 
guiahed by their atWiihment to toleration, which the PreB- 
byterians denounced as " an hideous monster, the great 
Diana of the Independents." They were not, howe?er, * 
constant to their own principles ; for when they aubae- 
qnSDtly acquired tiie power, they exercised considerable 
BBverity toward both Friends and Bapliata. Tliey received 
tha patronage and support of Oliver Cromwell, and are 
oflsn mentioned iu connexion with the history of Friends. 

At a very early period of tba Eefonnation the subject of j 
water baptism appears to have attracted the serious B,tt6Df 
tioa of pious men, and their researches into it led some of 
tfaem to differ from the generaUy received opiitiona respect- 
ing it. 

From Fuller's Church History it appears, Wickiiffe 
held " that wise men leave that as impertinent, which is 
not plainly expressed in Scripture — that those are foolish 
and presumptuous, who affirm that iniante are not saved 
if they die without baptism ; and that baptism doth not 
confer [grace], but only signifies grace which was given be- 
fore. He abo denied that all sins are al>olished in bap- 
tism, asserted that children may be saved without baptism, 
and that the baptism of water pro&tctli not, without tiia 
baptism of the Spirit." 

During the fifteenth century there were a numhat .-a 
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peisons in England who denied the necessity of yiatei 
baptism, and held, " that Christinn people were snffl. 
oiently baptized in the blood of Christ, and needed » 
water ; and that the sacrament of baptism with water, used 
in the church, is but & light matter and of small effect.' 
Some of these suffered death by fire, for adherence to thai 
" principles ; and for b long period afterwards, those wtx 
entertained similar views were the objects of severe pen» 
cution. In the sixteenth century, the Society of Baptidi 
or Anabaptists took its rise. They objected to infant bap- 
tiam as unauthorized by Scripture, and re-haptized tho» 
adults whom they considered aa believers and admitted tt 
the privileges of their communion. Besides their pec 
views on this subject, some of them held war to be ij 
sistent with Christianity, and doubted the lawfulness sf 
oaths under the Gospel dispensation. They also insiatad 
that the Gospel ought to be free, and denied the right rf 
tithes or other compulsory maintenance for its mintstoifc' 
They were generally persons of great seriousness of injiij: 
and strictness of deportment, searching the Scriptures dili- 
gently ; and being wearied with the ceremonies and in^i 
riliona of men, were deairouB to practise that form «E 
religion only which they beheved to be sanctioned by (W 
Lord and his apostles. 

Their views of the Christian ministry did not make jl 

eesentiaJ that those who took part therein should prepaii 

for it by the acquisition of learning, but gave liberty ft* 

y to speak a word either m doctrine or exhoi-tation, who 
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I by tlie gift ^H 
pposed to s .^H 



believed themselvea called thereto and qualified by tl 
•§£ tiie Holy Spirit. Some were zealously opposed t 
liiieling miaistty, declaiming agaiast it in their preaching, 
by whicJJ they subjected themselves to severe suSeringe. 
IJauy of this persuasion were imprisoned during the fif- 
tteenth and sixteenth centuries, and patiently endured their 
Monfinement, showing by their stedfastness under suffering, 
■that they ware actuated by motives sincerely conscientious. 
■Of this class was the pious John Bunyan, whose impriaon- 
jjnentJasted nearly twelve years. 

It The first Presbyterian church established in England 
tiros in IGTQ. It consisted of Puritans (then so called), 

tbo, among other things, dissented irom the government 
I the church by bishops, &c., Gonceiving that by pastors 
pnd presbyters, or elders, to be more consistent with Holy 
xipture. They agreed with the Independents in deny- 
a; the divine right of the bishops to order and direct the 
{BongregatJon : but instead of leaving each distinct, with 
solute control over its own members aod officers, they 
everal churches in one synod, and a number of 
le again united in forming a ganeral assembly which is 
e supreme ecclesiastical body. 
This society comprised a much larger number of mem- 
I bers than either of the othets we have mentioned ; and tht 
Ijart they acted in the revolutio^n which drove Charles I. 
jifrom the throne, and finally brought him to the scaffold' 
|'«s weD as m the aSkirs of govemment duriug the interrag- 
1, leudered them su^iently conspicuous. 



ler were tbey placed in the se 
m b3 contend for uniformity in fait 
loch of Christendom, to which i 
I have been wantonly saerificed. 
\q fierce was their opposition to toh 
{ conference of a committee of Parli 
B of making some agreement, I 
ts might be accommodated in thei 
amment, the schem* was necessarily tj 
Presbyterians refused to concede any 
lately had contended against the ( 
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and the severity they had exercised upon others, reti 
with full mea^tire mto their own hosoms. This was liH| 
meatahly the ease after the Restoration, when the Chi 
of England having regained her power, exercised it with 
little mercy, in the vain attempt to force m 
into a conformity with her prescriptions. 

We have now noticed the principal sects which existaj'] 
at the time our Society arose, and to whom the reader 
find allusion made in the writingB of Friends. They 
all strenuously opposed to the Roman Cathohc Chi 
and while King James I. and his son Charles I. were botJt 
sDspected of favouring that religion, as well as some of the 
dignitaries of the Episcopal Church, the Dissenters availed 
themselves of every opportunity to show their dislike to it 
■ This contributed not a Httle to alienate their affectii 
from the throne, and to widen the breach to which 
peTBecution had ^ven rise. 

The violation of their natwal and civil rights, tlie 
gafd of their often-repeated and respectful petitii: 
the frequent breach of promises, solemnly made, tended \o 
make the Puritans suspicioun of James, and induced them 
to watch, with the most jealous eye, every encroachment 
of the crown. Tiie house of Btuart were remarkable l(ii< 
arrogant and arbitrary assumption, in virtue of their 
ri^tive. However the exigency of the occasions may 
tenuato some of their acts, there are others which df 
no milder appellations than tyranny and oppressic 
Agiunst these the Diseeutere inveighed with holdnaa& 
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jxithing tlieir incensed feelings by f 
y. mea.'iuren still more harsh and ( 
towards them, 

lej were punished ea factious Bchisn: 
B king and govemmeEt. and incitei 
lion : were fined, whipped, mainied 
ihed ; enduring almost every specie 
ping which cruelty could suggest 1 
en who had felt so severely tie abui 
lid be in favour of a form of govern 
i be restrained within more just on 
the rights of iJie subject be more e 
he disputes botw^ieu the Puriian 
f, which had been carried oa with 
Dg the reigns of EUzabetli and Jon 
inoe imder Charles, and began to a 
i aajwct. threatening to destroy the 
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To be a PuritaD, waa synonymous with an opponent 
deaiasticai domination ; of the tyranny and 
of royalty, under the convenient plea of prerogative ; ^ 
to be the advocate of tlie rights and hberties of the subject. 
Iq this way politics and religion became blended, and 
afterward it was the pohcy of each pMty to maintain tbe 



ponent of eo>^^| 
acroachmentk^^l 
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Besides the matters originally contested, new sources tA 
dissatisfaction and other subjects of dispute became involved 
in the controversy. 

Many of the clergy of the estabhshmeut had beoome 
corrupt and lioentious — they seldom preached— neglected 
tbeir congregations and places of worship, and were engaged 
in praclicas not only unbecoming the sacred character, bnt 
in some coses even scandalously immoral. They encou- 
raged rather ihan repressed the licentiousness of the times, 
and seemed much more addicted to mirth and amusements 
than to the duties of the ministerial office. Their exam- 
ple, and that of the court, had a demoralizing effect on 
others, especiaUy the low orders of society. 

In order t« counteract the opinion that the leibrmed ittt 
ligion was severe and strii:t in its requisitions, James ptd>^ 
lished, in 1618, a royal deckraliou, drawn up by one of 
the Episcopal bishops, stating, that " for his good people's 
recreation, his Majesty's pleasure waa, that after the eoA 
of Divine service, they should not be disturbed, letted, or 
discouraged from any la^vful recreations, such as dancing, 
sitbar of men or women, axchery for men, lea.^vQ%, -HasiV 
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ment or let of DivSne^service." 

This was n somce of great otFena 
rhen the declaratioD was republiuhi 
■ected to be read in all the churches, 
■efused to comply. 

The license given by the iuJulg* 
lults which might reasonably have b 
ipoits degenerated into noisy aad tu 
ippling, quarrels, and sometimes i 
isorden grew t4] such a height, that 
Duiities, petitioned the judges of t 
lem, which they did. But Archb 
latfi of England, summoned th 
ing and council, for invading tbe ) 
, sharp reprimand and an order to i 
as tlie result. The archbishop ta 
ie own hands, w»b informed by the 
a »hofw diocflfie llie nm 
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It may readily be supposed, tlnat such proceedingB woii^. 
have a, jiowerfui influence in promoting licentiousness f 
when, in addition to the command of their king, the rait- 
niaters of rehgion joined in encoun^ii^ practices, to whi^i 
the depraved iucKnatious of the hurnEin heart alone fiiniialt 
strong excitement. We may safely rank this among the 
causes which contributed to promote the immoraUty and 
corruption which ao lamentably overspread tlie nation, and 
gave rise to the close and sharp reproof which our eariy 
Friends so often found it their duty to administer. 

The few parliaments nfcich James and Charles aasem* 
bled evinced a dispositiou to apply some remedy to the 
religious dissensions and grievances which distmcted the 
nation. This was an interfereuM so little agreeable to the 
crown, that they were speedily prorogued, and a long pe- 
riod was suifered to ekpse before another was called : 
which gave rise to the suspicion that the nionarch intended 
to govern by prerogative only, and without the intervention 
of Parliament. 

The condition of tJie nation when Charles came to iha 
throne was melancholy indeed. It was torn by intemit' 
diseensiona ; and the aifectious of a large portion of ihs 
people were alienated from the king, by oppression and 
injustice. The encroachments of the crown, the continned 
encouragement given to Papists, the unmitigated persecu- 
tion of the Puritans, and of such as had the magnanimity 
and courage to resist the arbitrary measures of the court 
and its minioits, together with the fitilura of aama >£ 'c^ 
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urlea, iusteod of softening the spirils of 
pe concessions, proceeded to still gre* 
p toiads of many of his subjects were 
ange which promised to restore to the 
kgiotiB rights. From this state of tbii 
prt step to open warfare, and according 
pn involved in a civil war, which n 
1^ Oharles to the scaiTold, and setting t 
venimeut. Numerooa negociations fo 
B religious differences took place, but 
r the parliament being willing \b 
oposed by the other, in 164tj, they 
ord, to settle a controversy which bad 
ged only by worda. During the cr 
lich continued with various success for 
ig was often reduced to great extren 
lisg into the hands of the padiatneut, 1 



After the death of the king, the natiou vfos without any 
legal form of government ; but the parliameat, which had 
assumed the power, and exercised it at the commeucement 
of the war, stil! rantiuued to govern. The Presbytijriana 
had the control of aflkirs chiefly iu their hands, and pro- 
ceeded to mode! tlie religion of the nation to suit their 
peculiar uews. Instead of the liturgy of the Church of 
England, tliey set up the Directory for Public Worship ; 
and, foi^etting the severity of their own sufferings for non- 
conformity, when others were in power, they now set about 
eompelliug ail to comply with their established forms. 
Tb& arguments they had used against persecution for re- 
ligion, when smarting under the lash of the Episcopal 
Chuicfa, were urged upoa them in vain, Having the 
power in their hands, they appeared to consider it as a suf- J 
ficient authority for coercing others to adopt that form o|S 
worehip ODd system of doctrines, which they had det«i J 
mined to be the best. Never did reJi^ous toleration seem 
to be leas understood, or the great right of liberty of con- 
science more wantonly disregarded. 

But while the parliament was acting in conformity with 
Uiese narrow and bigoted opinions, principles of a contrary 
character were at work in the army, where the Indepen- 
dents predominated, and carried with them their wonted 
liberality towards the conscientious dissent of others. 
Against this latitude of indulgeace the Presbyterians de- 
clared with great earnestness, as a source of innumerable 
evils, and tending to the destruction of all reli^n. A 



) pertinacity ot tbe ■ 
that they refused to yield aiiylhing, I 
uliBndoDed as hopeless. 

'fhifi arbitrary and oppressive c 
Luipopular ; aud the ludependeuts lil 
likely to obtain much from the pul 
llie array ou their side, with Oliver (\ 
put an end to the Commouwealth a 
){ether, in the year 1653 — the former 
httle more thaa four yeais. sud the la 
e body, with aome short inlerraissioii 
It was not long ere Cromwell and bi 
It new tbrm of government ; and in tin 
s declared Lord Protector of Ed( 
Ireland, &c. The principles of the ne 
I more Ulicral and 
I which preceded it. The articles of I 
it st^ject, contain the foilov 
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" That such as profess faith in God, by Jesus C 
though diffeiiog in judgmeut from the doctriue, ' 
and discipline publicly held forth, shall not be restrained 
from, but shall be pvot«cte<i in lie protesBiion of tbeir &ith, 
aud the exercise of their religion : so as they abuse not 
this liberty to the civil injury of others, luid to the actual 
disturbance of the public peace oii thoir parts ; provided 
this lilierty be not extended to Popety or Prelacy, or to 
such as, under a profession of Christ, liold forth and prac- 
tise licenliousness." 



Creditable as these provisions are to the enlightened 
views of religious toleration, entertained by those who 
&ained them, they are still defective, in making exceptions 
to two classes of professors. Had they been faithfully car- 
ried out in practice, they would have saved much suffering 
for conscienee' sake, both to Friends and the Baptists. 
For however fiivourable the Protector was to granting 
liberty of conscience to ail, it n'as not the case with the 
ma^trates, justices, and others, in whose hands the exe- 
cution of the laws was placed. From the cupidity or into^ 
lerance of these. Friends were often interrupted in Uw 
exercise of their religion, and punished, because they could 
not swear or pay tithes, though to a much less degree than 
was afterward the case. 

Toward the close of Cromweli's government he 
i^ain declared Protector, under new articles of government' 
in wiiich an attempt waa made to najuw tha ^auu^ 
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I, by a more close definition of tlie doctrines to be 
professed . 

In the opening of tlie second session of tlie Parliament, 
in 1657, the Lord Commissioner Fietmes "warns the 
House of the rock on whiuh many had split, which was s 
spirit of imposing upon men's consciences, in thin^ 
wherein God leaves them a latitude, and would have tietn 
iree." — " As God is no respecter of persons, so He is do 
reepeoter of forms, but in what form soever the spirit of 
imposition appears, He will testify against it. If men, 
though otherwise good, will turn ceremony into substance, 
and make the kingdom of Christ consist in circum- 
stances, in discipline, and in forms, .... in vidn 
do they protest against the persecution of God's people, 
when they nialie the definition of God's people so narrow, 
that their persecution is as broad as any other, and uatiolly 
more fierce, because edged with a sharp temper of spirit." 
■' It is good to hold forth a pubhc profession of the truth, 
but not so as to exclude those that cannot come up to it 
ia all points, from the privilege that belongs to them ■£ 
Christians, much less to the privilege that belongs to tltsiii 
as men." 

These just sentiments, which appeared to be gaining 
ground in tlie minds of men, were soon to receive a check 
by the change of rulers. In 1658, Oliver Cromwell died, 
and was succeeded by his son Richard ; who, finding the 
dif&culties and perplexities of balancing the power of rival 
parties, and conducting the affiurs of state, little suited 
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either to hie capacity or his inclinations, resigned his high 
and responsible stadon, after liaviug occupied it only eight 
months. 

A short interregnum ensued, and in 1660 the kingdom 
was restored to the house of Stuart, by proclaiming 
Charles II. 

These frequent changes in the gcnemment had a ten- 
dency to keep up the unsettlement which had long agitated 
the nation, as well as those violent party feelings and pre- 
judices, wbiish the political and religious struggles had 
engendered. Friends took no part in the revolutions of 
government; their principles forbade them from putting 
down or setting up, and taught them to live peaceably as 
good citizens, under whatever power the Ruler of the uni- 
verse permitted to be established over them. But though 
peaceable and non-resisting in their conduct, they were 
neither idle nor unconcerned spectatora of the course of 
events. Believing that righteousness was the only secu- 
rity for a nation's stability and prosperity, they earnestly 
enforced on the parliament tind Protector, as well as on 
the monarchs who succeeded, the suppression of vice and 
immorality, the equal admimstration of justice, and the 
removal of all oppression. The addresses made to those in 
authority by George Fox, Edward Burrough, and others, 
are marked with innocent boldness and good sense, deh- 
vered in a style of great frankness and honesty. Nor did 
they omit to vmni them of tho coDae([uences which would 
easua, if they fiiiled to perfonn the Divine vrill ; Qtedictii)% 



with clearnesH the overthrow of Oliver's govemmeiit, and 
some otheF changes which occurred. 

In his declaration issued from Breda, on the eve of liia 
sailing for England to asaume the crown, Cliai-les held diis 
conciliatory language, calculated to allay the fears of those 
who dreaded the refitoration of the hierarchy : — " We do 
alao declare a hberty to tender coiisciences, and that no 
man shall be diaiiuieted or called in queation for differenres 
of opinion, in matters of religion, which do not disturb ibe 
peace of the kingdom." 

But plausible as are these promises, and sincere as the 
king m^ht have been in making them, the event proved 
how little reliance was to be placed upon the royal word. 
Devoted to his own pleasures, and with too little applica- 
tion or industry tn esamine the opinions of his advisers, at 
inijuire into the sufferings sustained by his subjects, he 
permitted the clergy to pursue their own measures for tbB 
proiuotion of the church, who took care to return the mea- 
sure of persecution meted to them under the Common- 
wealth and Protectorate, heaped up and running over, into 
the bosoms of the Dissenters. Conformity was ri^dly en- 
forced, and as if the existing statutes for pimishing tboae 
who dared to differ in their consciences from liie jm-- 
scribed standard were insufficient, new and more o[^aw- 
sive laws were procm^d. 

The persecution fell with peculiar severity on Friends, 
who were suspected of being nnfriendly to the restoration 
of the king, from their refusal to take any oath, and con- 
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eequently the oath of allegiance to the crown, 
cepetitedlf offered, iustatd, tbeir most solemn 
to the same eSect. 

The peaceable and umresiating spirit winch, governed the 
conduct of Friends, seemed to embolden Ihetr perseeutors 
to oppress them without colour of law or justice, knowing 
they had nothing to fear from the law of retaliation, and 
that hut few could be found to plead their cause or espoufie 
the dafence of their rights. 

To give some colour to the seyeritiea practised 
them, pretexts were drawn from supposed violationa of the 
r^ulatious of civil policy : — " A Christian exhortation to 
an assembly after the priest had done and the worship wor 
over, was denominated interrupting public worship, aud 
disturbing the priest in his office ; an honest testimony 
against wickedness in the streets or market-place, was 
styled a breiach of the peace ; and their appearing liefore 
the magistrates covered, a contempt of authority ; hence 
proceeded fines, imprisonmetits, and spoiling of goods- 
Nay, so hot were some of the niagistrates for persecution, 
even in Cromwell's time, that by an tmparalleled and most 
unjust misconstruction of the law t^aiust vagrants, they 
tortured with cruel whippings, and exposed in the stocks, 
the bodies of both men and women of good estate and re- 
putation, merely because they went uuder the denomina- 
tion of Quakers." 

Several obsolete statutes were brought to bear moat 




view of reaching the I^ipists, who refused.to cooform U 
the eslahhsbed religion. Among these was on Act paswl 
in the 33rd year of Henry "VITI.'s reign, against subtract- 
iug or withholding tithes ; obhging justices to commit ob- 
atiQ&t^ defendants to prison, until they should find sufficteDt 
eecuritj for their complianoe. The laws made in Gbzfr 
be^'s reign for enforcing a. uniformity of worship, aottuv- 
izing the levy of a fine of oce shilling per week for the uM 
of the poor, from such as did not resort to some church of 
the estfthliahed religion, eveiy sabbath or holy day ; and 
also another establishing a forfeiture of twenty pounds per 
month for tlie Uke defeult, A third law empowered the 
officers to seize all the goods, or a third part of the lands, 
of every such offender for the fine of twenty pounds. And, 
as if these were not sufficiemly severe, another was enacted 
in the 35th year of Queen Elizabeth, obliging offenders in 
the like case to abimre the realm, on pain of death. 

All these laws were revived, and attempts made to en- 
force them in the cases of Friends, tliough it was well 
known they were designed to bear upon the Papists, Ab 
Friends could not conscientiously pay tithes, believing 
that the ministry of the Gospel should be free, according 
to the express injunction of Christ to his apostles, " Freefy 
ye have received, freely give," great havoc was made rf 
their property by the rapacious priests. 

The Society of Friends \-iewed the positive command of 
our Lord, " Swear not at all," corroborated by the exho^ 
taboB of the apoetle James, " But «ba«e all things, ^ 



brBthi^i, swear not ; neither by heaven, neither by tM 
earth, neither by any other oath," as being of indispensable 
obligation, and entirely precluding the Christian from 
taking an oatii on any occasion whatever. 

Soon aiW Charlea II. came to the throne, the Aotd 
made in the reigns of Elizabeth and James, requiring tba 
subject to talie the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, 
were revived, and visited upon Friends vrith great op- 
presdon. 

In 1661, the Parliament parsed another Act, aimed di- 
rectly at the Society, providing that if any Qn^er refused 
to take an oath, when lawi'ully tendered, or should main- 
tain, in writiag or otherwise, the unlawfulness of taking ut 
oath ; or met with four or more other Quakera, above the 
age of sixteen years, for religious worship, he should for- 
feit five pounds for the fit^t otfeuce, or sufTer three months' 
imprisonment; doubling the penalty for the second offence i 
and for the third, he was to al>jure the realm, or be tm» 
pwtfid. 

The insurrection of the '■ fifth-monarchy men," as they 
were called, was the oocaaion of fresh persecution to Priendsi 
They were a company of infetuated men, who, suppoaji^ 
that tie one thousand years of Christ's reign on earth men- 
tioned in Eev. is. wiis just commencing, rose in arms, and 
ran about the streets of London, crying out that they were 
going to overthrow tho govemraeut, of King Charles, and 
set up King Jesus. Although there was not the shadow 
of reasoD Ibr coooectiug the bucii^^.^ \\l w^q -va^ ^^i£:iL'f>;ss> 
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Hog particularly ihoso of the Auabaptiata 
lis encouraged the pmfkne and irreli^oi 
sail tlie meetings of Friends, and iniiicC i 
wsest outiagea and cruelties. 
Severe as were the Bufferings of Friends i 
don of these oppressive laws, their const 
aken. They fearlessly and opeuly met fi 
itj of Divine worship, nothing daunted 
licb threatened them. This Cbristian bo 
ted their enemies, especially tlie petsecutii 
s^Htrates ; and another Ittw was procured 
d terrible in its operatinn. U declared i 
th of Elizabeth to l)e in full force ; and d 
a taken at a meeting, consisliiig of vac 
side tlie househald, should suSer thre« a 
imeiit, or pay a fine of five pounds, on con 
D justices, double the penalty for the st 
^CT^grcted of a third, before the j 





they saw fit Persoas allowing aucb meetings in their 
bams, &x. to be subject to the name penalties and 
forfeitures as other offenders. Such as were sentenued to 
irsiisportatiou, were to be sent over the sea at their own 
lupense ; and in default of ability to pay, to tie sold for 
five years to defray the charges. Married womeu taken at 
[meetings, to be imprisoned for a term not exceeding twelve 
jjnonths, or their husbands to pay for then- redemption not 
|]#Kceeding forty pounds. 

I The nest enactment by which Friends suffered was 
foommonly known by the name of the Oxford Five-mile 
LAcL It was aimed at the Pt'eebyterian and other non- 
!;^nforming ministers, requiring them to take an oath that 
]l^ was not lawful under any pretenc« to take up arms 
^against: the king ; and that they would not at any time 
lj«ideayour to procure any alteration in the government of 
|ehuTch or state, Such as refused to take the oath were 
Ideclared incapable of teaching any school, public oi private, 
[wider penalty of forty pounds. All non-conforming mi- 
'nisteiB were likewise prohibited from coming within five 
[yiles of any city, town, or borough, sending members to 
Ipftrliament, or within flvo miles of any place where they 
[bad officiated as miuisters, unless it might be in passing 
ij»long a public highway, under a forfeiture of forty pounds i 
lene-third of which went to the informer. 
> The refusal of Friends to talie an oath, brought their 
{ministers within the scope of this law, and lines, distiuinta, 
id imprisonments were the couae(\vie\w«R. 



SOiU opposed 1); the bishops and poriia 
he tirmness or resolution to withatand tl 
former Act for suppressing religious me 
■eil, a new one was prqmred and passed 
Ity five shillings for the first offence, ai 
id ; the preachers or teachers in bucI: 
it twenty pounds for the fii'st. and forty j 
nd offence ; and twenty pounds penalty J 
tiug to be held in a house or bam. / 
anthomed to convict on the oath of 
the fines to Ire forthwith levied on the of 
in case of his poverty, on the goods of 
ler present at the same meeting; provided 
5d shall not exceed ten pounds for oi 
i of all the fines tu go to the informer, i 
services. Justices, constables, and othe 
lorized tfl break 0[>en And enter any house 
f miriit 1)6 infunned t here wasAjStnyoii^ 




of all persona to be employed in the execution 
thereof. 

A more unjust and oppressive law could scarcely be coa- 
In the hope of noting on the spoils of the 
Quakers' goods, unprincipted men lurked about their dwell- 
ings, lodged information against them on the moat frivo- 
lous pretences, and swore falsely to procure their conviction ; 
the facility of which was greatly promoted by the privacy 
of the trial, mid resting the decision with a single justice, 
himself often the accomplice of the informer and the sharer 
of the prey. It would be difficult to conceive a scene of 
more extensive rapine and plunder, in time of peace and 
under colour of law, than the execution of this Act pro- 
duced throughout the nation. Many Friends were reduced 
fromcompetencytodestitutionof the very necessaries of life. 

In 1672, Charles issued his declaration of indulgence, 
by which, in virtue of hia royal prerogative as supreme ia 
ecclesiastical as well as civil affairs, he assumed to suspend 
the operation of the penal laws against the Nonconformists. 
The right of the Sovereign to esercise this power was 
warmly contested. Some of the Dissenters, and especially 
the Presbyterians, who were extremely jealous of the 
Papists, and unfavourable to general liberty of conscience, 
were not forward to accept the boon thus offered, and even 
wrote against it, on tbe ground that it would sanction the 
exercise of the dispensing power in the king. 

Friends had suffered more severely during the prcced- 
persecutionB than any othei cAnaaotAlvasftTtew,, "Yosi^ 
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■ery iuterfereDce of the civil power, will 
:ercise of couBcienlious duty, was contraiy 
id to aoimd principles of government. ' 
)t with the pohtics of the day, nor professt 

questions of royal prerogadve. The ki 
indreda of their brethren were unjustly ly 
liile iheir helpless families were exposed 
' merciless informers, was an ailment sufi 
l to induce them to accept the relief whict 
iratioD aSbrded. An application was ace 

the crown for the discharge of those who 
Tsoned for conscience' sake ; and such was 
linion produced by the constancy, and ui 
le and consistent conduct of the Society, 
IS readily obtained for their hberation. ' 
application afforded Friends an opiiortu: 
sincerity of their opinions in favour of 
tion and charity. There were other Diss< 
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s king to revoke it ; in cooaequence of which the 

lerings of Friends were reaevred, though not to tlie 

ne extent aa before. 

If the calamities in which Friende liore so large a share 

i 710 other good effect, thej evidently tended 

} nation of the foUy of persecuting men for differ 

opinion. More than thirty years of suffering hail 
BSed over, and not a single Quaker had been induced by 
to abandon his profession — they were as prompt and di- 
pot aa ever in the open performance of their reUgious 
ties, and as ready patiently to submit to the penalties of 
(righteouB laws. They never resorted to violence or re- 
liation, relying on the justice of their cause, the truth 
d soundness of their arguments, and their peaceable and 
uneless conduct, to effect a chaage in the miuds of those 

power. This change now began to i>e apparent. 
In 1680, a bill was introduced to parliament for ex- 
ipdng Dissenters from penal laws. Friends lost no 
ne in presenting themselves before the committee as the 
ivocates of such a measure, and iji^ing the insertion of 
ch clauses as would afford relief to the members of the 
tdety, on the subject of oaths. So successful were they 

these endeavours that they obtained an amendment to 
e bill, admitting a declaration of fidehty, instead of the 
th of allegiance. But the state of aflairs was not ripe 
t such an important change, and the bill was lost, 
aother, however, passed both houses, exempting Dissent- 
8 from the operation of the s\sl\ile ol ■Oaa ^^'^a, s^- 



luti<ws, viz. : — 

" I. Resolved, tiat it is the opiniot 
the Acts of Parliament made i 
Elizabeth and Kiog James, ag 
ought not ta be extended against Frote 

" 'i. Resolved, cLat it is the opiuioi 
the prosfcution of Protestant Dissentt 
laws, is at this time grievous to tlie sub, 
the Protestant interest, lui encouT^em 
dangerous U> the peace of tlie kingdom 

These votes showed the gionii^ f 
Dissenters, and mark the gnulual proj 
ciples of religious liberty, nhich was m 
m 1688. by the passiog of the ToU 
William and Maiy; are 
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-we shoold biieSy ullade to the state of religion in the 1 
sation, at the time of, and Bubseqnently to the rise of ] 
Frieods. 

la treating this aul^ect, the Btatements of hietoriant ] 
are of the most opposite and contradictory dwracter. 
Clarendou uuil othem, who esponaed the royal c 
Mnwilliog to accord to the PuritanR either sincerity t 
ttnith. Thej" allege that canting and hypocrisy n 
order of the day — that a high profession of religion, Eiod 
great pretensions to sanctity and strictness, were the road 
to preferment and pon«r, and were therefore assumed tixnn 
lunlHtious motives. 

The advocates of the Purium par^, on the other hand 
represent the Established Chmch as extremely corrupt — | 
ber ministais destitute of even the profession of religion, 
flod in many cases, guilty of scandalous oud immoral 
behaviour : — that she enfon^ed, liy severe penalcies, a com- , 
pliance with superstitious ceremonies, while she tolerated 
jiraoticfia of evil tendency, and discountenanced everything 
tike zeal or fen-our in religion. Allowance, however, is to 
be EOade for the bias of party attachments, and the distorted 
vtewB which prejudice gives of the character of an oppo- i 
nent. That great laxity of rooralB, as well as neglect o£ | 
llieir prescribed duties, had crept into the clei^y of ths 
dhiach of England, cannot be denied. Many of them 
never preached, and addicted themselves to hanting and | 
Ather sports ; frequenting alehouses and taverns, and bi> 
.dulging in druokeuness and otkex Ucea\ii»vi& '^^&t:.'C£e»>. . 



1 as to procure 

le. A part of the procoei 
i, contamjng cases of 
b been tiied and ejected ; from whic 
Ihlyof them were comiuted of immora 
f them has been defom 
E side of the Church, though they admi 
1, and the offences of sevenil 
ahame even to report them. BavtAr 
le couuliea where he was aisquainted, ; 
not many more, that were sequestered 
jre, by the oaths of witnesses, prov 
andalous, or especially guilty of druu 
g. This I know," says he, " will disp 
am sure that this is true. 
The writings of Friends frequently 
1036 chwBcteiB were similar lo thos 
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a the degree of ligtit afforded them, ei 
I to discfaai^ dieir duties with fidelity. 

When the reins of government came into tlie bands of 
the Puritans, efforts were made to procure a refommtion 
in the morals of the nation. The Ucentious practices 
which had grewn ontof the encouragement given to games, 
sports, and revels, on the first day of the week, were 
checked. Those vain amusements, together with stage- 
plays, were prohibited ; the observance of the Firstrd^ 
was strictty enforced, and regular attendance at places at 1 
woiship eiyoined. 

It was certainly a period when the profession of religion^ 1 
and a compliance with its exterior requisitions were held ii 
high esteem ; though it cannot he denied, that there wers | 
some who put on the garh in order more effectually t< 
complish their ambitious and sinister des^ns. HowevM I 
just the severe censures of some historians may be, with | 
reference to these individuals, they canuot with loimess be 1 
applied to others— nor should the whole ma-ss of Puritang I 
be st^malized in consequence of the duplicity of soma | 
particular professors. 

The following observations, from Orme's Life of Owent I 
will serve t« illustrate the religious cenditiou of the nation 
during the protectorship of Oh?er, viz. : — 

"Of the true state of religion during the period of 
Cromwell's government, it is difRcuIt to form an accurate 
Judging frem certain external appearances, and 
g tliem with the timea which followed, theei^iiuan 
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must be highly favourable. Religion was the kiigua^ 
and garb of the court ; prayer and fasting were fiashiuO' 
able exercises — a profession was the road to preferment— 
not a ptay was acted tn all England for many yesie ; aai 
from the priuc« to the peasant and common soldier, tto 
features of Puritanism were universally exhibited. Ju^ 
ing again from the wildness and extravE^ance of uanous 
opimoiis and practices which then obtained, and from tlu 
&uatical slang, and hypocritical grimace which were adopted 
by many, merely to answer a purpose, our opinion will ne- 
cessarily be tiuikvourable. The truth perhaps hes betwwn 
the eEttemes of unqualified censtire, and undistinguished 
approbation. Making all due allowance for the infirmity 
and sin which were combined with the profession of re- 
ligion — mtJdng every abatement for the inducements 
which then eucouraged the use of a reUgioaa vocabulary- 
admitting that there was even a large portion of pun 
Binaticism, stilJ, we apprehend an immense nmss of genuine 
religion will remain. There must bave been a laig» 
quantity of sterling coin, when there was such a circulation 
of counterfeit. In the best of the men of that period tboe 
was, doubtless, a tincture of unscriptural enthusitisin., and 
the use of a phraseology, revolting to the taste of modoti 
time ; in many perhaps there was nothing more ; but to 
infer that therefore all was base, unnatural deceit, would ba 
unjust and unwise. ' A reformatimi,' says Jortin, ' is sd- 
dom carried on without heat and vehemence, which borden 
on enthusiasm, Ab Cicero has observed, that there never 



nas a great man tine affiatu diviiw [without a divine in- 
breatbing;] », in times of religious contesta, there seldoHi 
vas a man very zealous for liherty, civil and ecclesiastiaJ, 
and a dedared active enemy to insolent lyraiuiy, blind sa- 
perstitioD, pohtical godliness, bigotry and pious frauds, 
who had not a fervency of zeal which led him, ou some oo- 
cosbns, beyond the bounds of solier, temperata reason.'" 

From the dawn of the Reformation, the spirit of reli- 
gious inquiry had been kept alivo and strengthened by the 
very efforts used to suppress it. The shackles with which 
priestcraft had attempted to bind the buman mind had 
bean in Bome measure broken, and an earnest desitB 
awakened after the saving knowledge of the truth as it is 
in Jesus. This was increased by the troubles of die 
times. The nation was torn by intestine strife. Civil 
WRT, with all its attendant evUs, raged throughout the 
country, and the property, as well as the lives of the sub- 
jects, were at the mercy of a lawless soldiery. Many were 
stripped of their outward possessions ; reduced to poverty 
and want, and often obliged to al)andon their homes, and 
flee for the preservation of tlieir lives. 

This melancholy state of aHaiis had a tendency to 
loosen their attachments from the world, by showing the 
precarious tenin^ of all earthly enjoyments, and t« induce 
men to press after those substantial and permanent conso- 
lations which are only to be found in a rehgious life. 

Where the ecdesiastical and civd power were so fre- 
qiiesitly shiSting hands, and tiie uaUuu^^ Wno. ul ^di<^&Ki- 



chan^g with every change of rutas, new sects anil 
opinions arising, and different teachers of religion inviting 
their attention, and saying, " Lo here ia Christ ! or, Iio he 
is there ! " it is not Kuqirisiog that the honest and sincere 
inquirers after the right way of the Lord should be greadj 
perplexed. The effect of these commotions was to wean 
men from a dependence on each other in the wort oT 
religioa, and to prepare their minds for the reception of 
the imporlaut truth, that however useful instrumeDti] 
means of Divine appointment may he, it is the gloiy of 
the Gospel dispensation, that the Lord, by hia Hoiy 
Spirit, is himself the teacher of his people. Previous H 
the commencement of George Fox's ministry, many bid 
withdrawn from all the Eicknowledged forms of public 
worship, and were engi^ed in diligently seorchii^ the 
Holy Scriptures, with prayer for r^ht direction in the path 
of duty, and freq^ueutly meeting in select companies iur 
the worship of Almighty God and theu' mutual edification. 
Among these the preaching of George Fos foimd a ready 
entrance, and many of them joined in religious profession 
with him. 

The period of which we have heen speaking may jnsllj' 
be denominated the age of polemic strife, The war itsdf 
had been commenced ostensibly for the redress of rehgioaa 
grievances. In the camp and the field, as well as by the 
fire-side, religion was the absorbing theme. The Baptists 
and Independents encouraged persons to preach who had 
not studied for the ministry, nor been formally ordaintid; 



and iiumt>ers of this description engaged in the vocation, 
with unwearied assiduity, often holding meetings in the 
fields, or preaching in the market-pinces. The parhament 
army abounded with them, and preoclung, praying, and 
disputing on points of doctrine were daily to be heard 
among both officers and soldiers. Fnblic disputationa 
were also common, and were often conducted with a 
warmth of temper, and harshness of language, which seem 
hardly consistent with the meek and gentle spirit of the 
Gospel. Modem ideas of courtesy and propriety can 
scarcely toleiate the latitude of expression which the an- 
tagonists sometimes indulged toward each other, not only 
on these occasions, but in their controversial e; 

Amid so much strife and contention, and the intempo' 1 
rate feelings naturally arising out of them, it is not su^ i 
prisii^ that even good men should have formed erroneonft' I 
opinions of the character and sentiment of each other. 
They judged rather by the impulses of prejudice and sec- 
tarian I'eehng, than by tiie law of truth and Christian kind- 
ness. In the heat of discussion the mind is not in a con- 
dition to form a sound and; correct judgment. The 
weakness or mistakes of an opponent are seen through 
a medimu which greatiy magnifies them ; while hia virtue^ 1 
are either depreciated, or distorted into errors. The a 
troveraial writings of the times furnish evidence of the ex- 
istence of these uncharitable feelings, amoDg nearly all 
denominations of professors; and he who reads them with ^ 
the eidightened and liberal views o! ie\igm\js. \ii\.'OT 
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which now happily obtain, will observe, with regret, mai 
of unquestionable piety, nachristiauizing each other lor 
opimon's soke ; and lament that eui^h luouuiiioiiU <i 
human frailty should have heen handed dowu to posterity. 
Tbo3e who judge of the writings of the first Friaods 
by modem standards of Uternry excellence and courteaj. 
are apt to censure them for their severity. Much, h(w. 
ever, may be awd in estenuatioii of them. Frienda waie 
particularly obnoxious to the hatred of tioe cloi^, in coo- 
sequeniie of their unyielding opposition to a mimsUyof 
human appointment, to the system of tithes, and a (oKti 
maintenance. Their \'iewfi on these au^gects, which th^ 
fearlessly published, struck directly at priealcrafl. Deep^ 
affected by the corruption which they saw among mwj 
who assumed the sacred office, they boldly dedaiined 
ag^at their cupidity, licentiousaess, and perseoialia- 
This course drew upon tiiem a host of enemies, who wae 
not very nine in the choice of means to lessen their infllt 
enco and prejudice their characters. Friends were assaiM 
with calumny and misrepresentation ; opinions and pni!> 
tdoes were chained upon them, of which they solemnly de- 
clared themselves innocent; yet they were again U^ 
again renewed with the boldest effrontery. The condaot 
of some of the visionary sects which arose about the suae 
time was unjustly imputed to them, and every advan«g» 
that could be takeu was eiigerly embraced to prcgodic* 
llkeir religious profession. Harassed by this uQchrisliaa 
conduct, and at the same time smarting under a crod 



persecution, thej must have beea more than buman, if the 
weakoess of nature hail never betrayed them into an un- 
guarded or intemperate espression. A comparison, how- 
ever, with other controversialists of the times will show 
that they ware not peculiar ui this respect. It should be 
recollected, too, that language, as well as the regulations of 
decorum [towards opponents, have undergone a great 
change emco that time, Expressions which sound hanih 
and offensive to modern ears were then considered strictly, 
within the limits of propriety, and appear to have given no- 
oSJance to those who were the objects of them. This 
license of the tongue and pen is found also in the parli&« 
mentary debates, and appears to have oharactfirized thow 
timee of excitement and recrimination. 

Another practice which prevailed to some extent was 
that of going into the places of worship, and addressing 
tlie congregation during the time of service. Custom, had 
sanctioned the practice of asking the minister, at the close 
of the service, respecting difficult or abstruse points, which 
required explanation. This hberty was exercised to a 
much greater extent, during the period of which we have 
been speaking, and not uufrequently a dispute followed. 
The overthrow of the national form of worship, and the 
consequent termination of ecclesiastical restrictions, had a 
tendency to induce greater latitude in this respect than 
comports with our ideas of good order. The manner in 
which Friends speak of those cases, in which they went to 
places of worship otijer thaii llieii ONtu, miMKsa 'i&a^ifii-^ 
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that it was not extraordinaiy ; and in miHt, if not all, ia- 
stances in which violence to their persons was the conse- 
quence, it appears ta have been the doctrine delivered, 
rather than the time and manner of communicatiog it 
which called forth the angry passions of the assailanK. 
Friends were not atone in this course, and sometimes that 
ministrations were so acceptable to the audience, ae to iO' 
duce them to remain after the stated preacher bad wilt 
drawu. 

The religious men of that day are comnionlT charged 
with 'evincing a fanatical and enthusiastic spirit, and 
Friends of course come in for a large share of the cansoK 
To deny that there were cases in which such a spirit W 
evinced, would he folly ; but to brand whole commnniliM 
of professing Christiana with those epithets, on account rf 
the escesses of a few members, would he extremely a^ 
just. It is, moreover, difficult for ua to judge correcUyof 
the exigenciea of the Church during that period, and whU 
degi'ee of energy and fervour was requisite to carry ihoa 
holy men through the work of their day. We know thst 
a much stronger feehng must have been necossaiy to Bten 
the torrent of abuse and persecution, and carry forward ths 
reformatioii, than the present day of outward ease anl 
liberty would prolably elicit. It is, moreover, highly un- 
reasonable to allow men of the world their fervour and sett 
devotion in the pursuit of the comparatively trivial ob- 
jects of their choice, and yet censure them in those who 



are pressing after the momentous concerns of Ealvatiiuit' 
with an earnestness becomiug their vast impoitaui 

In the succeeding reign of Charles II. the face of thiiigt< 
iraa greatly changed. The court was devoted to HceotiaiM 
pleasores. while religion and religious things were made « 
mere laoghing-stock. The restoration opened the very 
floodgates of vice and wickedness. " A spirit of extrava- 
gant joy," says Bishop Burnet, " spread over the nation, 
that brought in with it the throwing off the very pro- 
fessions of virtue and piety : all ended in entertainments 
and dmnkennegs ; which overrun the threa kingdoms to 
such a degree, that it very much corrupted all their mo- 
rsle. Under the cover of drinking the king's health, there 
were great disorders and great riots everywhere." This 
lamKitable state of things was the source of great conceiQ 
to Friends, several of whom addressed the king on tbo i 
sul^ect, reminding him of the &te of 'Sodom and Gomop- 
rha ; and that in his own dominions, wickedness had 
reached a height which must certainly call down the 
Divine displeasure. Many Frienda were engt^ed to go to 
the courts of justice, and exhort the officers to the dis- 
chai^e of their duties in endeavouring to suppress it ; 
they also preached agwnst it in the markets and places of 
pubHc ent«rt^ment. So contrary were their example 
and precepts to the prevailing corruptions, and so plain and 
fearless the rebukes they administered, that they were sub- 
jected to much aliuse ; yet in many cases, they were the 
happy instruments of turning simieia iiQia to& e.^^ •^'^ 
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their wajs. The liceationsnesB which had infected nearit 
all ranks of aociet;. and was toieml«d, if not countetuuiceJ, 
bj too many whose duty it was to repress it, fumiahed 
ample reafion for the close and even sharp expostulatkns. 
which are found aboat this time in the nritingi d 
Friends. 

In taking a view of the religious principles of the 80- 
uiety, it is proper to remark, tliat they have alw^ 
iorupulously adhered to the position, of proving their dee- 
trines by the testimony of the Holy Scriptures, rejectidg 
whatever was contrary to the t«nor of those Divine writ 
ingB. In their miDistfirial labours, their constant offttil 
to Ae people, against the existing errors, was to H0I7 
Scripture. It is a wetl-known (act that George Fox car- 
ried a Bible with hira, wliich he frequently used in )ae 
preaching ; and in the metting-house which he gave to 
Friends of Swarthmore, he placed a Bible, for the cimn- 
uience of referent* and i»rusal, by those who attended du 
meeting. Samuel Bownas also carried a copy of the Ho^ 
Scriptures with him, and sometimes preached with it 
iu his hand ; and there is reason to believe that the pnK- 
tree was not uniwmmon. These facts contradict lb* 
groundless accusation which is sometimes made, that thOM 
worthy men did not acknowledge the paramouut authori^ 
of Holy Scripture over all other writingn. The Sodet; 
haa always oucupted them fully and literal)}-, us a rule ol 
faith and prautice under the enlightening inHueuces of the 
of Truth, by which they were ^vaa fonh.. SwMl 



the high character they have ever attached to the Sacred 
test, that they uniformly refused to accept, instead of it, 
tha glosses and interpretations of scbooi-men. It was 
thus they were led to the ohservance of the positive com- 
mands of our Saviour not tu ewear or fight, even in self- 
defence, as well as to the tiLii>:t and literal acceptance 
of those precepts which forbid worldly compliance and in- 
dulgence, from the force of which loo many professors have 
songht to escape. It is true that they recommended 
their hearers to Christ Jesus the Heavenly teacher, who, 
by his Holy Spirit, has come to tfiach his people himself; 
yet (hey were careful to support this recommendation by J 
showing its entile consonance with the whole scope of tba fl 
Christian dispensation. ^ 

But while Friends fully admitted the Divine origin and 
authori^ of the Sacred Volume, and acknowledged the 
riohnesa of the blessing we enjoy in having it preserved 
and transmitted to us, through the goodness of Divine 
Providence, they dared not pat it in the place of Christ, 
either as regarded honour or office, nor prefer it to the 
operations and teEichings of the Holy Spirit in the heart ; 
errors which they behoved they saw in many of the high 
professors of their day. 

They wished the Scriptures of Truth and the Holy 
8[nrit to occupy the places, in the work of salvation, 
respectively assigned to them in the Bible itself, and that 
the honout^due to the Author and Giver should not be 
eonteirod on the gift,. It was ior feeae caxiaKa ■Ccsii. 'iwri 



pressed on professors the necessity of coining unto Christ, 
that they might huve hfe, even though versed in the littrai 
knowledge of the Bible, That as its precioua truths an 
not savingly known or appreciated by the unassisted reason 
of fallen man, so It is necessary to seek the aid of the 
Holy Spirit, which searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
tilings of God, to open our understandings, and illnmir 
nate the darkness of our hearts, and prepaj'e iia for thdr 
reception. In asserting the superiority of tie knowledge 
thus derived through the operations of the Holy Spirit, 
over that which is acquired from reading the SacK^ 
Volume by the mere exercise of the unassisted intellectml 
faculties, Friends were sometimes misunderstood, and 
charged with denying the Scriptures of Truth, placing 
their own writings on a level with them, and profesffli^ 
that equally good Scripturea could be written at the jwe- 
sent day as those which were penned by prophets, evange- 
lists, and apostles. But no sooner were these accusatioUS 
made than they were met by an unqualified denial, assert 
iog in the fullest and most solemn manner, their sinctm 
belief in aJl that the Scriptures say respecting their DiviM 
origin, authority, and use. 

The prominent manner in which they beheved theni' 
selves called to hold up the important offices of the Ho1j 
Spirit in the work of salvation, was another source of mia- 
apprehension among their opponents. Baxter, 
account of Friends, says of them, " They spake much fiff (ti 
the dwelling and working of the Spirit in us, but Tittle 



D and the pardon of sin, aud our reconcilialiou 
with God, through Jesus Christ." 

irrect to say that Friends "spake little" on 
the great doctrines of justification and remission of sins, 
through Christ Jesus, our propitiation ; for the; irequently 
aud earnestly insisted on tliem. But finding that these 
were generally admitted by all Christian professors, while 
maoy either entirely denied, or undervalued the trork of 
the Holy Spirit in the heart, they were engaged to call tfaa 
attention of the people to this, as the life of true reUgiou ; 
without which the Scriptures could not make them wise 
unto aaivation, and t>brist would have died for them 
ia vain. But while thus enforciug this important doctrine 
of Holy Scripture, they were careful to recogniae aud ac- 
knowledge the whole scope of the Gospel, in all its fulness. 
They declared against that construction of the doctrine of 
Christ's satisfaction, which taught men to believe they 
could be justified from their sins, while Ihey continued in 
them impenitent; asserting that the very des^ of ChristVt 
coming in the Hesh was to save people from their sine,- 
and to destroy the works of the devil. Yet they fully aad 
gratefully aukaowledged the mercy of God, in giving his 
dear Son, a ransom, and atonement for mankind, that tfaft 
peiMtent sinner might bo jaatified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

Many of them were persona who had been highly 
esteemed for their piety, in the societies with which they 
had formerly been coimected, and sevetaloi t'ae-av'oai.'wfOT. 
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tor them, when peraonally on earth, and 
monies of religion, without sufficieutly 
knowledge of " Christ in tbera. the h( 
feel his righteous government set np in 
the power of the Holy Spirit giving the: 
Bin in all ibt motionfj, and qualifying the) 
newness of life. They saw that the H( 
np to the view of Christiana a state of 
meat and siflhilitj, far beyond that whic 
feaaors of their day appeared to aim at 
in which ain was to have no more domini 
cause the law of the Spirit of life in CI 
them free front the law of ein and death 
an inward work, not effected by a bare as 
standing to the blessed truths contained i 
ing sermons, dipping or sprinkling in ^ 
of bread and wine, but a rfsal ohango 
b^ the power of the Holy G 



ero to come to Christ Jesus, the true Light which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world, that they iiiight ex- 
perience Him to shine into theu- hearts, lo give them the 
light of the knowledge of the gloiy of God in the fiioe of 
Jesus Christ. 

The offices of the Holy Ghost, or Comforter, as the 
guide into all truth, as the unction from the Holy One, 
which teocheth of all things, and is truth, and no lie, was 
the great theme of their coutemplatiou and ministiy, and 
it Btanda forth no less conspicuously in their writings, 

When we turn to the Sacred Volume, and read there 
the numerous testimonies l>ome to the great importance of 
this doctrine in the Gospel plan, we cannot wonder to find 
it prominently set forth by a people professing eminently 
the spirituahty of religion. But to infer from the &ct of 
their preaching Christ within, that they designed in any 
degree to deny Christ without, or to derogate from any 
part of the work which, in atlarable condescension, he was 
graciously pleased to accomplish for ua, in the prepared 
body, or from that complete justification from our sins 
which is obtained through li^iDg faith in Him, as our sa- 
crifioe and Mediator would be illiberal and uiyuat. 

When such accusations were brought against them bj- 
their enemies, they indignantly repelled and denied them : 
and the official declarations and acts of the Society evince 
that such opinions were never received or tolerated by it 

In caxiying out these views of the spiritual nature of tl 
Gospel, and of that great work ui the sottl, deswv'iwfi.i^ 



" the washing of regeneration and the renewing of tiie 
Holy Gbost," the primitive Friends were led to tlie adop- 
tion of their peculiar seutitsents Te^>ecting water-baptian 
and the use of the bread and wine. They fomd it 
declared in the Sacred Volume, that aa " tJiere is oee 
Lord and one faith," bo there is but "one baptism ;" tai 
that " the baptism which now saves, is not the putting aw^ 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good consdentt 
toward God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ." Gem- 
spending with this is the saying of the apostle to tiw 
Romans, " Know ye not that so many ctf ns as were lop- 
tized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his detUb — 
therefore, me are buried with him by baptism into deaA; 
that like as Christ was raised up fmm the dead, by the 
glory of the Father, even so, we also should walk in n»- 
ness of life." Also, that to the Galatians, " As tnaiiy rf 
you as have been bapti&ed into Christ, have pnt « 
Christ : " and to the Colossiana, where he declares that 
those who are in Christ, "are buried with him in bap- 
tism, wherein, also, ye are risen wilh him, through ibe 
faith of the operation of G-od, who hath raised him from 
the dead." Sensible that these blessed effects were not 
the result of dipping or sprinkling the body with wat£r, 
and apprehensive that many professors of religion were 
trusting to the outward ceremony, aa a means of iuitiatJBg 
them into the Chunsh of Christ, while neglecting the ne- 
oessaiy work of " repentance toward God and faith in ou[ 
Lord Jesus Christ," they pressed upon their heaj«rs tlw 



necessity of expeneociug that one saviug baptism which 
John describes when dtawiiig the distinction between hia 
di^ieusatian and that of Christ — ■" I indeed baptize you 
witli crater : but One mightier than I cometh, th« laUshafc 
of nhoae shties I am not woTtky to unloose : he shall be^ 
tizB you with the Holy Ghost and with fire." . 

Couvineed that the Gospel is not a dispensation of sha- 
dows, but the vejry Biibstance of the 
selrea, they beheved that the true 
coosisted in that Divine intanwuise which is mainUined 
between oiu merciful Saviour aud the souls of his faithful 
disciples ; agreeably to his own gracious words : " Bdiold. 
1 Btaod at the door and knock : if any man hear my Toioe^ 
and open the door, I will come in to him and sup with' 
him, and he with me." 

There is a strong ttindeucy in the human mind to sub- 
stitute the form of religion for the power, and to satinty the 
conauience by a cold oomplianca with esterior performaDveu 
while the heart remains unchanged. And inasmuch as 
the baptism of the Uoiy Ghost and the communion of thsk 
body and blood of CbriHt, of which w-aWir-baptism and th» 
bread and wine are admitted to be only signs, are not de- 
pendent on those outward ceremonies, nor necessarily con- 
nected with them, and are d^^lared in Holy Sciipture to 
be efieotual to the saltation of the soul, which the sign 
are not. Friends have always believed it their [daoe aa4 
duty to hold forth to the world a clear aud decided 
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mony to tiie living substance — the Bpiritnal work of Christ 
in the Boul, and a blessed communion with him there. 

A distinguishing trait in the character of the finl 
Frienda was, that amid the great political eommotiona 
which prevailed, they attaolied themselves to none of dw 
parties, nor entered into any of their ftrabitioua views. 
was a principle of their religion- to avoid all strife and « 
tention. and to live peaceably, under whatever form ot jgy • 
vemment Divine Providence was pleased to permit. Whoi 
the la^ of the land came into collision with their duty to 
God, and they could rot for conncience' sake actively com- 
ply with their demands, they patiently endured the penal- 
ties. Wlien the nation was in a great ferment, after tbs 
death c)f Cromwell, Geoi^ Fos, ever watchful for the 
fere of hb brethren, addressed a letter, exhorting tlwm 
"to live in love and peace with all men — to keep clear of 
all the commotions of the world, and not to intermeddle 
with the powers of the earth, but to let their conversation 
be in heaven." — " All who pretend to fight for Christ," 
says he, " are deceived ; for his kingdom is not of thii 
world, and therefore his servants do not fight." 

Unaided by any alliance with the great or powerful, n- 
diciiled and hated by the world, and everywhere pureued 
with ooDtempt and cruelty, tlie principles of Fnends 
silently spread through the kingdom, winning the assent of 
men who were inferior to none in education, talents, i 
respectability. Amid the severest persecution, when de- I 
prived of every temporal comfort, torn from home and all I 



its endeannents, with every probability that ihey should 
seal the truth of their principles with the sacrifice of their 
Uves, they faltered not, Though all around liem looked 
daik and threatening, yet there was light and peace withio ; 
— they not only met their sufferings nith patience and for- 
titude, in the unresisting spirit of their Divine Master, 
but through the goodness of God, were so tilled with htai 
venly consolation, that they sang for joy even iu the tma- 
treaiity of their Buffering. • 

Exposed to almost universal hatred and abuse, thoir'l 
names despised and ca.st out fram among men, the dism* 
terested love they showed for each other excited the admi- 
ration even of their enemies. While each one seemed re- 
gardlesa of his own liberty and estate, all were zealous in 
pleading the cause of their eulfering brethren, when occa- 
sion presented ; freely sacrificing their time and property 
to promote their comfort, and even offering themselves to 
lie in prison, instead of those who they tliought could be 
less easily spared from their families or the Society. 

Such fruits of Christian leva and forbearance, under pro- 
tracted and poignant suffering, uninsti; inflicted, have 
rarely been eihibiled to the world ; and nothing less than 
the marvellous extension of Almighty Power, could have 
sustained and carried them through it all, to the peoce&l 
enjoyment of that liberty of conscienc* for which they 
nobly contended. Their conduct furnishes the strongest 
evidence of sincere and devoted attachment to the cause of 
Christ It proves that tliey were true bmiu, MaassSi"^ 
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^^rai33^ Art noTncoasiderable testimo 
that God whom they delighwd to ser 
The character of tlie founders of 
been duly appreciated, even by many 
religiouB profession. We look back 
they lived as one of comparative igi 
the improvements which have since h 
and in literature, and the Hciences, at 
beral views of civil and religious libe 
reUy obtain, we are apt to undervalt 
attainments of our ancestors. But ou 
them wilt change when we discover h' 
advance of the times in which the; 
though ntany of them possessed but fe 
of literary instruction, yet their mindi 
influences of the Spirit of truth, and 
tion benevolence, were prepared to pen 
gftte tbdee great moral and religious ti 



'that he was engaged "in warning such as tept public, 
houses for entertainment, that they should not let people 
have more drink than would do them good," and in ciying 
I gainst the sin of drunkenness ; setting an e;(ample of re- 
markable abstinence in his manner of life. The testimony 
thus early and zeJoualy enf&rced has ever since been, 
maintained, and from tbat period to the present, Priends, ] 
as a body, have been a Temperance Society. I 

No less clear were his vievrs in regard to speaking ths 
tru^ on all occasions, without the use of an oath. " The 
Lord showed me," says he, " that though the people of the 
world have moutlis full of deceit and chai^eabie words, yet 
I was to keep to yea and nay in all things, and that 
my words should be few aiid savoury, seasoned with 
grace ; " — warning all to deal justly, to speak the truth, W 
let their yea be yea and their nay nay, and to do unto. 1 
others as they would have others do unto them ; — " that 
Christ comraanded, Swear not at all ; and God, when he 
bringeth the first-begotten into the world, saith Let all the 
angela of God worship Him, even Christ Jesus, who saith 
Swear not at all. As for the plea that men make for 
swearing, viz., to end their strife, Christ, who forbids 
swearing, destroys the devil and his wor^s, who is the au- 
thor of strife." 

The uniform and consistent exampb of the first Friends, 
in respect to a scrupulous adherence to their word, bs men 
of truth, and to strict uprightness in all their dealing 
soon gamed them a high repMtaJioo fe "ikisfc -^ 



tolerated by an act~of~pEirt)amecl 
strikiiig cbang-e has been wrotil 
scarcely one iit five taking the oati 
oature. By a late act of parliama 
cepling those of jiidiciHl character.l 
England, by which it is cornputed a 
per day wiU be spared. I 

The benevolent and enlightened 
was deeply affected with the sanguinj 
nal code of Great Britain, and bel 
spirit of the Gospel would lead to s 
than to destroy them, he was eng 
judges and olliers in authority, " co 
to death for small matters, and to ab 
it was to the law of God in old lii 
was under great suffering in my spij 
an address " to the Farliaraent of i 
^ Sucland," eettlui 
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The amiable and pacific principles which produced these 
views in the founder of the Society, gave rise W oor- 
raeponding feeUngs in the minds of other membera. 
WiUiam Penn, in framing laws for Pennsylvania, miti- 
jnsiderably the harshueBS of the English code, and 
ffi'.ll-knowa fact that Friends have always been the 
advocaieu of a mild system of punishment, coupled with 
penitentiary regulationH. 

In the improvement of prisons and prison-discipline 
they also took the lead. 

Being frequently confined for his conscientious adherence 
to the precepts of Christ and his apostles, he had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the wretched condition of the gaols in 
England, and of witaessiug the demoralizing eSecta of afi- 
eociating the novice in crime with the hardened otiendw. 
H'H tender feelings were quickly awakened on this in- 
teresting subject, and when about twenty-six years of age 
he published a paper, showing " what a hurtful thing 
it was for prisoners to lie so long in gaol, and how they 
learned wickedness one of another, in talking of their bad 
deeds ; " and inciting the judges of courts to tiie prompt 
administration of law, that the prisoners might as quickly 
as practicable be removed from the influence of such cor- 
ruptiug examples. In the address to the parliament be- 
fore quoted, he says, " Lot none be ^oleis that are drunk- 
ards, swearers, or oppressors of the people ; but such as 
may be good examples to the prisoners. And let none lie 
long in gaol, for that is the waj to «;^ii^ ^tK^t^, «e&. 
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like chaff," &a. ; and after mentiomn 
then existing in prisons, lie eAdu, 
mended." 

There are several other 
speak the liberahty and correctness of 
the following, viz. : — 

" Let all the laws in England be bri 
tongue." Many of them, as well aa 
courts, were then in the Latin langw^ 

fioe whatever, nor be put in any place.' 
" Let none keeji alehouses or taTem 

Ood ; that will not let the creatures < 

by drunkenness." 

"Let no mnn ke«p an alehouse or 

bowls, ahiiffle-boards, or fiddlers, or die 
" Let neither beggar, nor blind pt 



Abottt the time that George Fojt attained Us tmrntY- 
sixth year, considerable etforts were made to induce him 
to join the parliamentary army, and a captaincy over a 
band of newly-raised troops was offered to him. But hi* 
religious opinions would not permit him to take up armii 
in any cause. The ruling principle of his hfe was " peactt 
on earth and good will to men." He, whose commands 
he esteemed of paramount authority, directed his followers 
to " love their enemies ; " to do good to those who hated, 
them, and to pray for those "who despitefully and evilly 
treated them. He had none of that sophistry whioh ooulA' 
reconcile the horrors of the battle-held, the anger, the re- 
venge, and the cruelty which reign there, with these bene- 
volent precepts. This simple acceptance of revealed truth 
was Bttongiy marked in the character of the primitive 
Qnakers. They sought not to evade or fritter away the 
strict and positive injunctions of Holy Writ, because they 
came in collision with popular opiuion, or thwarted the 
wayward inclinations of the human heart. " I told them," 
says George Fox. when speaking of the above-menlianed 
ciioumstance, " that I knew from whence all ware arose, 
even from the luata, according to James's doctrine, aadi 
that I lived in the virtae of that life and power that took* 
away the occasion of all wars. Yet they courted me to 
accept the offer, and thought 1 did but compliment theinf 
But I told them I was come into the covenant of peace,' 
which was before wars and strifes." Persuasion not 
ing their object; ihey threw Mm inlo tiie 
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king, the Committee of Safetj solicit 
nod join the army, ofTeriiig important p 
to some of them. But ueither the shi 
ferings, not prospects of honomis or pi 
duce them to violuto theu" Christian let 
universal peace, and to the present day 
mainlaiued, at nn iucousiderable sacri 
and estate. 

The Hituation of the African race, 
nadons io Ameriea, claimed much o 
sympathy. One of his first eogi^ 
friends, after reaching Barbailoes, was 
of conference, in which, among othei 
joined them '■ to train their negroes uj 
that all might come to die knowledge ol 
with Joshua, every master of a family 
me and my house we will serve the L 
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equally inteTKited with othetfi, in that Balvation purchased 

for UB by the Saviour's death. 

His ntiod, expanded by Chriadau benevaleuce, reached 
forth in desire for the salvation of all maiikind. So ex- 
ceedingly precious did he esteem the glad tidings of the 
Gospel, and bo adapted to the wants of man in every situa- 
tion, that he not only preached Christ uroeihed tA the 
slaves and Indians, while in America, but urged upon his 
brethren the same duty. "All Friends, everywhere," 
Bays he, in one of his epistles, " who have Indians or 
blacks, are to preach the Gospel to them and other ser- 
vants, if you be true Cbrialiaus." ■' And also you must 
instruct and teacli your Intlians and negroes, and all 
othen, that Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for 
every man, and gave himself a ransom for all men, tg bfi 
testified iji due time, and is the pi'opitiation, not 1 
sins of Christians only, but for the sins of the 
world." A^u, he observes, " Do not neglect your 
meeidugs among your whites and negroes ; but do your 
l^ence and duty to God and them," In another 
to his friends, he directs them to go among Hie Indians, 
and get the chieis to assemble their people, in order that 
they may declare to them God's free salvation through 
Jesus Christ the Lord. 

The eame enlarged views are evinced by the letters 
wrote to some Friends, who, in pursuing a seafaring libf 
bad been earned captive to the coast of Africa. He 
advises them to acquire a Woflr\ei^e ot fes ^s»<ga»!i^ 
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Epoken ID the places wbere they were situated, in order lint 
they might be able to preach to the inhabitants the glai 
tidings of redemption, tluxiiigh a crucified Saviour, and ta 
translate works which would t«ad to promote 



Nor was this Chiistian concern for the promulgatioii d 
the Gospel coulined to George Fox. Wiiliara Penn, in 
his frequent intevcouise with the Indians, took esped^ 
rare not only to teach them Christianity by precept, bu( 
by a just, liberal, and blameless conduct and example, to 
prepare their minds for the reception of its sublime trullu. 
Ministers of the Society, at different periods, travelled into 
remote countries, without the least prospect of temporal 
reward, in order to declare mito otheis that free salvauoa 
of which, through the mercy of God, they were mads pu- 
takeis. 

In advocating the cause of religious and civil liberty the 
Society of Friends has always stood conspicuous. Dariag 
a protracted period of persecution and suffering, they iiot)|f 
refused to sacrifice their couscientious scruples, majntam- 
ing a patient but firm and unyielding opposition to the ar- 
bitrary intolerance and cruelty of those in power. Thaii 
steadfastness and boldness in suffering, not only relieved 
other Dissenters from the sharpness of persecution, but 
tended to prepare the way for those more correct views of 
toleration which subsequently obtained. 

Baxter, though not iiivouiably disposed towards FriendSi 
hears tjestipjony to theii; constancy under the cruel .^£1^^ 



tion of the Conventicle Act, observing, " Here the Qut^. 
kera did greatly relieve the sober peopl« for a time ; fo* 
they were so reaolutfi, and so gloried in their coastjtncy and 
sufferings, th^t they assembled opeidy at the Bull and 
Mouth, near Aldersgats, and were dragged away daily to 
the common gaol, end yet desisted not, but the rest caBi# 
sext day. Abundance of them died in prison, and yet 
they continued their assemblies still." '" 

On this passage, Orme, the Liographerof Baxter, makes 
this remark : " Had tbere been more of the same detw-'i] 
mined spirit among others, which the Friends diaplayeiK 
the sufferings of all parties would sooner have come to arf 
end. The government must have given way, us the spirit 
of the country would have been effectually roused. The 
conduct of the Quakers was infinitely to their honour.'' 
. In another nolfi relative to Friend?, the same writer re- 
marks, " The heroic and persevering conduct of the Qua- 
kers, in withstanding the interferences of government 
with the rights of conscience, by which they finally secured 
those peculiar privileges they so richly deserve to enjoy, 
entitles them to the veneration of all the friends of civil 
and religious freedom." 

There is no doubt that the persecutions which disgraced 
England during the seventeenth century, of which Friends, 
in common with other Dissenters, bore so lai^e a share, 
contributed very much toward the introduction and esta- 
blishment of those more liberal and correct views of toleva^ 
tion and civil i'/ierty which succaeAei, Mii. wi Vwsf^i 
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e)!posed the rapacity and illegal proceed 
cutiiigprieste, justices, and judges; and 
earnest applications to the king and par 
aently instrumental in preparing the n 
of the Toleration Act, under William ai 

It was not as a boon for themselves tl 
adoption of this great meastue : they 
ground, that liberty of conscience was the 
and that all interference of the governm 
religiou, by which the subject was deban 
pise of this right, provided he did not u 
contiaiy to Christianity, to reason, and U 

In framing the government of Penn 
Penn adopted these principles, and carric 
fullest extent; not only tolerating evei 
owned the existence of a God, but maki 
of all eligible to offices. 



a personal fnend of the king, and one of his inatrucWrs in 
naval aHairs. This admirable person had employed his 
great abilities in support of civil as well as rehgions liberty, 
and bad both acted and suffered for them, under Charles 
H. Even if he bad not founded the Comraocwealth of 
Pennsylvaaia, as an everlasting memorial of his love of 
freedom, hia actions and writings in England would have 
heea enough to absolve him from the charge of intending 
to betray the rights of his countrymen. But though the 
friend of Algernon Sidney, he had never ceased to inter- 
cede, through hia Menda at court, for the persecuted. An 
absence of two years in America, and the occupation of Tiis 
mind, had probably loosened his connexion with English 
pohticians, and rendered him less acquainted with the prin- 
ciples of the government. On the accession of James be 
was received by that prince with favour, and hopes of in- 
dulgence to his suffering brethren were early held out to 
him. He was soon admitted 
macy, and was beheved to 'poaee 
hundred suppliants were often f 
his intercession with the king, 
appears from his obtaining a 
friend, Mr. Locke, which thai 
because he thought tiiat 
minality. 



terms of apparent inti- 
3 such influence, that two 
en at his gates, imploring 
That it really was great 
romise of pardon for his 
illustrious man declined, 
acceptance would have tieen a 
[e appears, in 1679, by his in- 
fluence on James, when in Scotland, to have obtained the 
release of all the Scotch Quakeis who were imprisoned, and 
hfi obtained the release of msuj \uuu^x«^^'v^iii3.^£c«K>'f:KSR. 
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It was no wonder that | 
by this power of doing good, 
which he was engaged, brought d 
general evils of intolerance and t 
uniiMunate bretiireu." ' 
believed the king's object to be unil 
and nothing further. His <v 
to conaider religious liberty as 
human privileges, and he was too ju 
bestowing on all other men that n! 
sought for himself. He who refus 
the most just defence, felt a singi 
exenion to prevent good men flron 
of ihejr conscience." — P, 2fi9. 

Previous to this period William 
suffered much in defence of libertj 
was to be expected that when thousi 
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W irhtch were aocordiugly opened, one for boys aod the olli^^H 
for girls. Althougli the Booiety has always contended Afl^l 
Imtmui learning was not an essential requisite for the tstt-^^ 
loBtTj of the Gospel, jet it has, from a very eaily period. 
been careful to provide lor ita members the benefits of edu- 
eation. Tiie following recommendation was issued by the 
Yearly Meeting aa early as the year 1096, viz. ; — 

" Advised, that Buhool-maatars and mistresses, who are 
fiuthful Friends and well qtmlijUd, be encouraged in all 
eoiuuies, cities, great towns, or other plaues where there 
may be need ; and that care be taken that poor Friends' 
ebildren loay freely partake of such education as may tend 
to their benefit and advanUiga, in order to apprenticeship.'' 
Fro^ that period to the present time the subject has fre- 
quenliy been earnestly enjoined on the attention of Friends, 
and large sums expended in founding seminaries for their 
youth, aoou after the settlement of Philadelphia Williaui 
Penn founded a grammar-school for Greek and Latin, and 
incorporated a board of education, which is still in opera- 
tion, under the title of "The Overseers of the PubUc 
School founded by charter, in the town and county of 
Philadelphia, in Fenneylvania," with a corporate seal, bear- 
ing this inscription : — " Good instruction is lietter than 
riches." 

It would not be p'aotJc«ble, in this brief sketch, to do 
justice h> other members of the Society, who aided in car- 
rying out the hbaral views which we have endeavoured to 
portr^. It is sufficient to remaiV. iiiai.*itta9a-T\!s«'4-«^:wi 



rai Toice ol the community. That tht 
in these great works of Christian benevi 
buted to bring them to their present 
denied ; nor yet that the principle 
Friends, and the practices consequent u 
nently calculated to promote the r 
provement of mankind, and to augment 
happiness. 

It is no less the privilege and interest 
of Christians to be diligent in the US' 
which fl merciful Providence has placed ( 
for attaining a correct knowledge of tl 
practices of oiu* holy religion. 

If we have a proper sense of the sho 
tainty of life, of our responsibility, as ac 
mortal beings, and of the vnst importani 
whiuh relate to the !«lvation of tbe soul 
wi^out a careful inquiry into 1 



saving knowledge of the truth, as it is in Jesns, Nor will 
it be less interesting to ua to trace out the result of these 
principles, as exhibited in the examples of those who have 
gone before us. To inquire what fruita of holiness they 
produced in their conJuyt and conversation,— what support 
they derived irom them, amid the trials inseparable &om 
mortal existence, and what consolation and hope they 
yielded in the hours of disease and of death. If, in the 
course of our researches, we discover that they were 
remarkable for their justice, their int^rity, their meekness, 
and humility — were patient under suffering, even when 
vfTongfully inflicted; zealously devoted to the cause of 
Christ, and cheerfully given up to spend their time and 
substance for its advancement ; " blameless and hannless, 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, amongst 
whom they shone as lights in the world," we may be 
assured that the tree whence these fraita of the Gospel 
sprung could not bo evil. The faith which showed itself 
by snch works of righteousness must be that by which the 
saints of old " obtained a good report," and which was 
their victory. If we follow them to the chamber of sick- 
ness and to the bed of death, witness tlie tranquillity and 
composure of their spirits ; their humble, yet steadfast re- 
liance on the mercy of God, through Christ Jesus ; their 
peace and joy in believing, and their hope full of immor- 
tality and eternal life, we shall not only derive the strongest 
evidence of the soundneaa of their Christian belief, but, in 



ira of the Christian li 
sitjona of the Gospel widi especis 
D&ture of t 

ftshion of " the world which li 
ijieouliarities in doctrine, mannerl 
tnet since their firat ri 
degrees of misrepresentation and I 
they have umforinly appealed toti 
standard and test of all their doc 
rgecling whatever should be prove 
their Divine testimony, yet, eithei 
prejudice, or the force of sectarian 
peoted declarations have been diap 
order to represent them as sligbtin] 
and their principles as scarcely i 
Christian. 
It is often more easy to dispar 
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Those who have not had tlie opportuoity, or who 
liked tlie taak of ascertaining their real behef, 
impressions have been chiefly derived irom caiicaturea, 
drawn hj peisons whose object and interest it ib to place 
them in the wrong, could scan^elj ikil to form opinions un- 
&vourab]e to them as a body, however they might respect 
the piety and Bini«rity of individual members. Nor would 
it be surprising if the frequent and confident reiteration of 
grave, though mijust charges, should have the effect to 
awaken double, oven in the miuds of the uninformed mem- 
bers themselves ; to lessen their esteem for those devoted 
Christians who were the instruments, divinely fitted and 
made use of, in founding the Society ; and to induce the 
apprehension that the way and the people thus " eveiyi 
where spoken against." must indeed have little claim 
Chris^antty. 

It may not be inappropriate to remind the reader 
the Son of God himself was " set for a sign that should be 
apokeu against; " and such has been the lot of his Church 
from the earUest periods of its eidstence. Had the propa- 
gation of the Gospel, in the days of the aiioatles, depended 
on iJie estimation in whioh they were held by the wise, the 
learned, and powerful of this world, or on the report which 
they gave of i\a character anJ design, it must have mada 
little progress; but there were many others beside the 
Bereans who were more noble than to be influenced by 
such means, and who searched for themselves " whether 
these thingB wete 
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Hap|Hly for Ute Socie^ it has nothing to fear from in- 
TCStigation, conducted in the spirit of candour and taimex. 
The various actusationa against it bave been fearlessly raei 
aod refuted ; and of those who may entertain doubls 
respectiiig the soundness of its faith, it asks a calm and 
dispassionate attention tt> its authorized vindications, uul 
to its official declarations of faith. Whatever ambiguitj 
may hang over the essays of some of ita writere, arising 
either from the heat of controveray, the reduDdant and 
loose phraseology of the tiraea or from unduly pressir^ an 
argument, in order to discredit the premises of an antago- 
nist, by espoaing the consequences deducible from them, 
the declarations of faith and the official act^ of the Socie^ 
prove conclusively, that on the points where they have bead 
most questioned, their views are clear and scriptural, Th( 
records of the Society also show a long IL^t of wortluH 
whose dying hours and sayings bear ample testimony lint 
the principles in which they had Uved, and by which thoj 
endeavoured to regulate their actions, did not fail them in 
the near prospect of deatli and eternity ; but administered 
all that support, consolation, and animating hope wtei 
give to the death-bed of the Christian its peculiar interest 
It is especially obligatory on the members to be conw 
sant in these matters. Ignorance of tlieni, trhere tbt 
means of information are accessible, is discredit^le, ifitti 
culpable. We should be prepared to give to every a 
that asketh us a reason for ovir faith and hope. 
m tilings which belong to our peace have a d 
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B shall meiljlatfi with pleasure on t 
f those who have trodden the path of *irti 
The fervour of our piety, the strength of our attac3i- ' 
meat to religious truth, will be promoted by frequently 
perusing their excellent writings, and dwelling in serious 

mtemplation on the bright example they have left \ 
adorned with the Christian graces, and i 
low in their footsteps. 

To whatever department of human pursuit we direct 
our attention, we perceive that men delight in the produc- 
tions of congenial minds. He who hnds that he has little 
relish for serious things, and that it is difficult to fix his 
attention upon them, may safely infer that his heart is not 
■ right in the sight of God, nor its aspirations directed to- 
ward the kingdom of heaven. The religious man delights 
to dwell on those things which concern the salvation of his 
soul. He feels a lively interest in the saints and holy men 
who have entered the celestial city before him ; and as he 
contemplates their blameless walk, their faith and patience 
under trials, then' simple obedience and dedication, and 
above all, the blessed animating hope of an eternal inheri- 
tance, which shed a br^ht tadiance around their dying- 
beds, his whole soul kindles with desire to arise and gird 
himself anew for the journey, and with increased diUgence 
and ardour, to press toward the mark for the prize of his 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 



